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William of VVili-ſbire. 

His birth, Life, and Education, and ſtrange 
adventures;with his unmatchable Cheats, 
witty feats, and merry conceits ; ſctting 
forth his travels, what Dangers | be eſcapt 
by the help of his wits, and how he was 
himſelf Cheated of fifty pounds by a Lady 
of pleaſure, and.yet knew not whether 
ſhe was 2 — by her hands 
and face, 

With merry ſc y forgs and ſonnets, * 


Tea that this book ſoall hear or read, 
And underſtand the ſame, 
Yon cauuot chaſe but laugh indeed, 
or it aeſerves no blame. 
Except it be for modeſty, 
the which 1 did e; 3 
And then you wilt confeſs withme, 
that herein ir no they "- 
Read and langh, then ; MG and cad, 
both wit and mirth it fill, | 
Read it quite o re, and ner rise, 
till you have langht jour fill. 
And if that this your palate pleaſe, 
: with mirtb aud che with art, 
Tes will obliege the Aut hour then, 
to write @ ſecond part. 
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wITTY 


V Villiam of Wiltſhire, 


* 


Shewing his Merry pranks, pretty Feats, 
witty Cheats; being full of VVit and 
Mirth, and very delight ful to read. 

& 


vin: Pan which had a 


n by his wife, whom he 

named William, and becauſe he 
had been long in Wilt⸗ſhire, the 
Mans bye name was called 1 this 
- ſfripling was put to School, and took his 
Learning lo well, that in shozt time he out- 
learned many of his fellows;*nd became well 


ſild both in his Latin and A ping tengue,and 


frequenting the company of Gppſies, which 
didoften Fequent taͤcheir town, became ve- 
ry eloquent 1 — —q_—— that all men 
4 admired his dexterity, in that 
| ſtrange language, fe 


| deceits from den | 
cemble an injurp tilt he Had Sppozti 


| abenge the ſame ; foz whilſt he was pet little 
he uſcd this his excellent e. Ko ever to 
beat any leſs noꝛ pounger t delt „but 
bent his revenge with great ardenſie againſt 
thoſe biger then himlelk, and would defend 

| | A 2 the 
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Witty YVilliam of VVilthire, | 
the weaker and lefſer ſo2t of his fellows, from 
choſe that Wers tos ſtrong f02 them, this his 
depoꝛt ment giind him the favour both of old 
and young, rich and pooꝛ. 

Once time ina bi:ter cold dap he eſpyed a 
boy that had lately done him an injury, ſtand 
peeping into a shallow well, he came ſdftly 
behind him , + thzuft him in the feet fozward, 
that he ſtood up to the Neok in cold wat er; 
not knowing who thiuſt him in, he cry 'd our 
aloud foꝛ help, but William tecembling the 
matter, es not kne wing thereof, came with 
ſome con panv and dꝛag d him out, as dzy as 
5 d owned Poaſe: William ſmiling , ſat, 
Thank me your God-father, for this good 
turn that T have done yon: the bey miſtak⸗ 
irg his real meaning, ſaid in good earneſt, 1 
thank you kindly God farher, I had cer- 
tainly been drowned had it not been for 
you, 


wert faz to teu an Oꝛchard, ſane of which 
heb diſcovered his miſdemeaners to his ma⸗ 
ſter, which he bare in mind, they were tight 
in number, be ſent five up into the trees to 
ſheke down apples, when be had ſent the two 
o:bcrs lden awap , and himſelf bad hid his 


own ſhare. ke went inmediatciy to the own-. 
cr, and ſends kim into the D; chard, wo 


at ansthe# time he and his Companions - 


VV ILTY Winne © 11313 4 on: 
he caught the five boys in the trees, who all 
of them were ſqundly whipt the nert day ; 
unto whom be (aid now 1 am ſufficiently re⸗ 
denged foz telling tales of me to my maſter, 
(if this doth pleaſe pou tell again but after 
this all the boys made friendſhip with Willi 
am. 

William havirg oft obſerved a company 
of vac rant feows that were counterkeits, 
to lye basking in the ſun in his fathers cloſe, 
in the long graſs under a great hedge. came 
by them and ask d if they lay there all night, 
pea aſter ſaid they, if that we had but a lit⸗ 
tle ſtraw; well ſaid he, coms to me at night 
and I will give pou ſtraw, in their abſence 
he laid a train of Gunpowder under the long 
graſs that. came quite (h10ugh the hedge ; 
Will accozdirg to bis woꝛd had furniſht chem 
with ſtraw, foꝛ which they were very thank! 


ful; absut midnight came William, when: 4 


they and their dories were faff aſleep, puts 
fire to the train, this fired the hedge and all 


the low trees, made all the Criples run a⸗ 
wap, moſt pittifully burnt in their Limbs, *-/ 
their crys with the great blaze of: fire raiſcd *; | 


the whole town, which appzehended theſe » 
ſtrangers, who were all whipt foz the fact; 
never fince that time durſf any ſuch perſons 


appꝛoach that town. . 


—— — — 
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itty Wa of Wilſhire, | 

But the fozeſaid William growing ts 9 
years of age, and ſo expert in all villantes, 
his father fearing that ſome great miſchief 
would follow determined to ſend him ts Lon- 
don to a friend, but whilft this was deter- 
mining there came to their town a crew of 
Gipltes, who viewing his countenance, which 
was frefh and rudy, asked him if he could 
ſpeak Lattin, yea thas J can faid William? 
ſo he anſwered them partly in Lattin , and 
partly in Canting , which cauſed the chief 
Maſter foz to admire his dexterity in that 
ſoꝛt of Pedlozs French, what tricks they u⸗ 
ſed was unknown , but at their departnre 
they took William away with them, with 
whom he continued tif that he was fifteen 
pears of age. and then returned home to his 
Fatber,both in-good liking of body, and wi ll 
cloathed. 

After this his father ſent him to London, 
where ho was bound P2entics to a ſaleſman, 
but befoze the pear was quite out, he habing 
found the ſweetneſs of fingering of Trowns, 
what with keeping evil Company and 
much p;inking, he had run his after out a- 
bove an hundzed pounds, fo2 which debt he 
was caft into pꝛiſon, where he lay along 
time, til by the aſſiſtance of ſome friends, 
and the late act of Parlement he was ſet at 
libercy, | Am⸗ 


—_— 


Witty N 2 of W;/lthire. 
Jniediately he writes koth to his Father 
and ꝛother, but he reccived but a churliſh 
anſwer, becauſe they were aſhame d both of 
— life and actions, and becauſe his father h. d 
oft his moneys he put him out withall, he 
dutſt not pꝛeſs two hard upon their kindneſs 
and being in great diſtreſs, wanting both mo⸗ 
nevs and cloiths, he Wit to a Yourg-man | 
ſometimes his School-fellow, a pittiful lec- 
ter in theſe Moꝛds foliowing. 
Jir to your hands theſe lines I do preſent | 
beſeeching you to yield your free conſent | 
to me that with tkeſe lines dot you ſalute 
And alſo grant to me one necdful ſute. | 
| 


Impriſonment hath wrought my full decay 
& all my cloaths are torn & worn. 2way, 
My hafs ſo full of holes on every de, | 
That iy ch the ſame my face I cannot hide, | 

| 


My hatband which before I us'd to wear, 
I chang'd it with the tapſler for ſtrong beer 
My ribons gay of crimſon blew 2yd red, 
truct for CanJ les to light me tobed. 


My powder'd perriwig unto my grief, 
J fold away to buy me powder beck; 
My ſhirts ſo rent, ſo to rn and tattered, 
Icin't deviſe to pul't over my head. 


My ſcarlet waſtcort with the tits thereon 
& broad gold lace are all caſhir'd & gone 


2 4 My 
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VVitty William of wilfeire 
My doublit that's grown very chin & bare 
Like to a boan fer which no worms do care 


My coat & Shaſh Iturn'd them into chink 
And with the ſame I bought beef bread & 
drink, (lk (range, 
My doublit aka me ſeem 4 monſter 
As if mans habit did his nature change. 


My waftbands waſted, & my ſneezing tears 
. cwears it, 
Quite off o'th books, juſt like to him tbat 
My breethes peticots do more reſememble 
1 hen any Lawyers gown within the temple 


My belly pieces ftill are fat] well obſerve, 
If baked [wel tor belly pieces ſer ve, 

Ny ſtockings they are ſound as any bell, 
But how to draw them on I cannot tell. 


my ſ005 about my feet keep rouling round, 
As if no ſtockings in them could be found, 

| My ſhoos and ſoals both ſeparated are, 

So that my feet upon the ground goes bare, 
When I behold' the gallants by me paſs, 
MethinksI ſee my ſelf in natures glaſs, 
Not like the fiſh that ſports to ſwim x link 
whilſt I want coyn to buy me meatEdrink , 


Nor like thoſe fields that are both freſh 
(and green, 
WhiRT — am for to be * 


Nor 
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V Vitty Willie of Wilthire, 
e Nor like thoſe gardens that yields ſweet 
= content, | a 
k Whilk all my Cloaths are both torn and 
C 
- 


Nor like the trees that yeild delicious fruit, 
For I go daily ina tattered ſuit, 

Nor am I trim'd like Butter- flies and Bees, 
For here and there a tatter Ido leaſe, 


s Von ⁊zre my approved friend and do confeſs, 
; 8 Theonlyone chat can my wants redreſs, 

t #& Remember Sir you are of friends my chief, 
e || Turnprayy,aquickly,ſend me ſome relief. 
e sv fare you well, I pray ſay me not nay, 
Neceſſity admets of no delay. 


No (ſ9oner had the poung⸗man received his 
Letter, but he fozthwith ſhewed it to Willi- 
ams bzother, that was his boſome friend, he 
out of compaſſion to his bꝛother, chewed it tg 
his father, the father out of love ta William 
to keep him from furder danger, and willing ts 
be a father in diſtreſs , but not to be ſeen in 
tt, leaff be ſhould depend upon it, furnicht him 
with theſe following things, caus d the pourg- 
man to anſwer his letter as follywech. * 
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Witty Vyilliam of NViltſbirt. 
His friendly anſwer, 5 
TY HF kind ſalute came ſafely to my beg 
Thy nakedneſs 7 plainly underſtand, 
When / — 5 thy induſtrous care, 
thy long confinement & extream hard fair. 


thy words and actions ſeem both moſt witty | 


My heart and ſoui upon thee taketh pitty, 
My friend,thou ſhalt noe want whilſt that J 
A life or livlihood without the grave. (have 


As for the promiſe I to thee did make, 
To eaſe thy warts that I would undertake, 
Some few things unte thee [have ſent, 

For to caſhear thy ſuit that's torn and rent. 


A perriwig that once my ſelf did wear, 
Criſped and curl'd, all made of fla xen hair, 
A n ea vor fair for to adorn thy head, 

A golden band with fancies green and red. 


Two Hollon ſhirts, & two half ſhirts beſide, 
With fair half ſleeves that are both large 
And wide, (white, 


Two pair of drawers that are both clean and 
Two Cravats and bands for thy delight. 


A handſome ſuit thats of the n2weſt faſhion 
To wear when that thou takeſt recreation, 
Likewiſe a Caſock of 2 corely hugh, 

My loving friend now I have ſent to you. 


A riding coat to keep out cam and wind, 
* * 2 9 5 T For 
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VVitty Nihiam of Wilthire. 
For you to wear when = 2 cation find, 

Two pair of ſtockings that of (ilk are made, 
So dyed in grain, the colour will never fade. 


Two pair of ſhoes with Colotious belide, 


lone pair of boots when you have need to ride 


have ſent thee a gelding that's al! white, 


With all accowterments for thy delight. 


A ſword and belt atruſty Ornament, 


ro guard thy ſelf,and dangers to prevent, 
Likewiſe a Cain J have ſent thee withal, 
Iro ſtay thy ſelf when thou art like to fall. 


hat elſe thou wanteſt I to thee have ſent, 


che which may yeild thee pleaſure & content 


Meth inks thy hands into thy pocket go, 
Bat thou halt not one penny for to ſhow. 


Yet for all this thou ſeemeſt full of ſorrow, 

Having no coyn, nor knoweſt not where to 
| 9 (borrow, 

Clear np brave ſpirit,caſt off diſcontent, 

By ſuch a one ten pounds I have thee ſent. 


But uſe it wiſely,ſpend it not in vain, 


When that is gone then ſend for more again. 


[Thou ſhalt not want thy need for to ſuffice, 


ll death me ceaſe. & cloſe up both my eyes. 


William being thus bzavely accomodated, 
and his man at his heels, upon a gallant ge ds 
ing. and well apparalcl'd with each of them a 
truſty (wo2d, and a caſe of Piſtols, takes up⸗ 
| on 


* 
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jg TE Witty Nia of FV:ltferre, 
fo on himſelf the name of a countrep Squire , by 

j which means he might the better decethe all 
that he deit withal, and with what tradeſman 
ſoever he met he pzetended that he had ſome 
commodities fitting fo their uſe, and that he 
delt in exchange, foz many (ozts of Perchan- 
dize: both himſelf and his Pan,copned to them⸗ 
ſelves ſeveral names, and had their ſeveral 
changes of habits, and Perri-wiggs accozding 
ts the ſeveral places that they came unto, they | 
had alſo their ſeveral colour d plaiſters, oz if 
that pou pleaſe patches of Paſtick ever about 
them in a redineſs,and their riding coats were. 
made both infide and out ſide perfect wozk fox 
two ſeveral coats, they were eaſily chan'd by 
turning the iner-fide outward. 


How he ſerved 2 rich Saleſman, 

William and his man walking tt2ough the 
Citp, where was great Koze of Haleſmen, 
which did lo p!y pull, and haw! him to buy ap⸗ 
parel, that by the Shop-keepers perſwaſſons 
and his mans he went into the hop, peruſed of 
many cloaths ready made,as came to near 02 
about an hundꝛed pounds, pꝛetending fe2 his 
family at his country houſe, well, to the Ca- 
dern they go with al ſpeed, where he treats 
the Saleſman thus; Sir, J perceive that you 
are willing to ſell, but J queſtion whether you 
; . "31 5 = 6 


r . / ̃Äe¹öwuöœ : f ]⅛»Ul. ]¾—dw . ] 


ſees it, then to take cloath,ifndt to have ready 


met him at ſuch a Tavern next day, at ten a 
clock, 


Witty VViliam of Miliſtir- 
be as ready ti buy if a man would ſell you ne- 
ver ſo good and great penniwoꝛths. Sir ſaiy 
the Saleſman if you have any commodity in 
my way J hadas leave take Commodity as 
moneys, what is it? Sir ſaid V Villiam, it is 
bzoad cloath, ſtr quarters wide, and therewith 
{owed him a ſample of all the ſeveral ſezts. 
they bargin, that if the buyer like it when he 


money. But ſtay Sir, ſaid V Villiam , you 
know not me, neither do J know pour veals 
ings, and J would not deal deceitfully with 
any. noz pet receive any w2ong my ſelf , will 
you except of mp pꝛopoſttions. Pea ſaid the o⸗ 
ther if 1 like them. Then ſaid William I will 
leave two hundzed pounds in mp Land-L o2vs 
hands till my cloath comes to town if you will 
deliver me the Commodities upon that condi- 
on, how like pou this? Well ſaid the other, if 
the Jrn-keeper will ſecure me the mone ys, J 
will with all my heart, then from the Tavern 
to the Inn fo:thwith they go together e baving 
treated with the Jn-Kkeeper. he conſents, them 


| ſaid william bzing you the Cloathing that F. 


have bought hither to Mozrow Pozning and 
ou ſhall ſee the Mont Vs told, foꝛ J love plain 
dealing. then went illiam to another Saleſs, 
man of his old acquaintance, appoints him to 


— — 


Witty VViliam of VFilthire, 
clock,and to bꝛing Poneys with him, and he 
would ſell him a good penniwoꝛth. 

Ja the Ponting came the Selman with 
Poꝛters laden with the Cloat hing to the Inn 
where William waited fo2 their comming, ha⸗ 
ving prepared a large colation of an Angel 
pꝛice, where Milliam in the pzeſence of the 
Saleſman, the Jnn-kceeper and others, poured 
out two hundzed pounds upon the table ef god 
and lawful Pone p, dꝛaws it over, puts it into 
the baggs again, ſeals it up with his own ſeal 
to pzevent miſtakes, lays it upon the table; 
agks if that be not ſufficient ſecurity, accoꝛd⸗ 
ing to Law, they all allow it foꝛ good: it ſo fell 
out that the Saleſman went out of the room 
to eaſe hinifſelf,and the Znn⸗keeper ts be cal'd 
to the doo, then Williams Pan claps down 
two other bags juſt like theſe firſt in all points 
both magnitude weight and ſeal, and away he 
goes to his maſters chamber, then in came the 
other two, then ſaid Mill iam to his man, ſend 
theſe goods away to be pact with the firft, his 
Man well knowing his meaning {ent them a- 
way ime diately to the place appointed, where 
the other was ready, and upon ſight poid him 
his ready Money, foꝛ he had a great ÞPenny- | 
worth, then his Pan commanded the Ho2les 
to be made ready with all ſpeed, ſaying, that 
his Paſter and he muſt haſt home to lend ” 
the 


— — — —— — — — 
» 


he fell faſt aſiecp,ſhe ſeeing that, tcok out of 


Witty Vina of Vilißire. 
the clbath,.oz elſe his Paſter would ke damnt⸗ 


fed above an hundzed pounds : In the mean 
while William plies the Jnn-kceper and 


Salcſman with Wine, Tobacco, and merry 
tales, till both their hearts were merry, then 
delivered he the two baggs to the Jnn-keeper 
in the pzeſcnce of the Saleſman, and divers 
others (who did comend him foꝛ his loyalneſs) 
ſo thep dꝛank one quart of wine moꝛe, and ſo 


parted, - . - | 
How far he rid that night, 


So William and his Pan mounted with 


all ſpeed, and was verp bountiful to the Ser- 
vants of the houſe, and lo they ſet foꝛward as 
to go into the countrey , but being gotten out 
cf ſight they wheeled to the left, and took up 
their quarters near Weſtminſter, as if they 
had come but then out of the Countrep , this 
kooty made dur Monnſter very jocond and 
lively foꝛ that night; as he walked the ſtreet 
he met with a gallant damoſel,and gueſſing by 
her habit, carriage, and anſwers, what ſhe was, 
he courts her to lye with him that night, ſhe 
corfented foꝛ thi go den angels ta be his pꝛo⸗ 


tac: fo2 that night, then they ſupt together, 
ard dꝛank Mine in abundance, ſe Willizm 
went into his bed, ſhe wes tedioous and made 


de lap in undꝛelling her ſe f. in the mean time 


his 


| 
| 


Witty William of Ni- | 
his Pockets thirty pound in gold, a Watth 
woꝛth fibe pounds, and a Diamond Ring worth 
fifteen pound, in all to the value of fifty pound, 
and ſo departed but Pounffer flept till break 
of day, and then miſt his fair Lady, his Sold, 
his Match. and bis ring. but ceuld not tell whe- 
ther ſhe was a Pan 02 a Woman that cheated 
him but by her hands and face. [EY 
where dwels the man that now can me adviſe 
To find her that hath won this golden prize, 
He ſwore the next & firſt he could trappan, 
Nat to be baukt,but prove himſelf a man, 
Full vext he was for truth, as Iam told; + 
*Canſc ſhe him baukt, & ſtole away dis gold. 


How he was ſerv'd the next day. 
As ill-gain'd Goods never thiibes, ſo it 
p20bed with William, fo2 all the next day he 
walks the ſtreets to (ee if he could ſet his eye 
upon this gap Lady, but could not, but walks 
ing thzough ths Strand he met with a beauti⸗ 
ful Woman, which he courted, the pielded to 
go to the Tavern with him, where they call foz 
a Chamber, and Fagets to make a fire: Now 
ſir, ſaid ſhe, that J have condeſcended to come 
to the Tavern, J pꝛay give me leave to Dzink 
what Wine J will, and as little as I pleaſe,foz 
I dꝛin nothing but mul*d ſack, whilſt the ſack 
was a mulling, he that know well how to take 
meaſure, 


a Gas wa iam a" .,o.c coo ._. 


— — — 
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Witty William of Wilrſhive., _ © * 
meaſure, firſt took notice of her handſome foot | 
t leg, ber fliken ſtockings 4 filk garter, with | 
ad, || gold + ſilver lace hanging down to the midleg, | 


ak | then next ot her (mock, that wos laced with a 
lv, Flanders Lace, ſix inches bzoad round about 
be- || che bottom, what with theſe, the vertue of ſack 
eb e the heat of the fire, ſet him into ſuch a heat 
I that it made an people admire. | 

iſe | More of this I could ſay but I dare not, | 
ze, | But thought is free, think what you will and | 
in, ſpare not; 

Being full of pain, in rage he deeply ſwore, 


That whilſt he liv'd he:d touch lace ſmock 
Id. no more. 


He deſcribes his laſt Miſtris and firſt thus. 
it Lo be mans miſerp, her voice lice the ſcrich- 
he ing ok an Owl ber cyes the peyſon of a Cocks 
pe atr ice her hands the claw of a Crockadile, her 
Ik: heart the Cabinet ef hozroz,fhe is the grief ot 
tis nature, reaſons trouble, wits wound, abuſe of 
to time, her pꝛide unſuppoztable,her anger is un? 
fo quenchable, the fears no coulers, noz cares fe: 
ow no counſel, he is a ſervant , but not of good, 
me the taſt of bitterneſs, the digeſtion of death. | 

| 


fo: Now return we to the Saleſman and the | 
Inn-keeper. 


william never ſends vp the dont, the dap | 
5 $ 


| * ”m Or Vill ſbire. 

is paſt, the Saleſman comes to the Inn⸗kep⸗ 
er and demands his money the b g is pꝛoduced 
faſi ſealed as it was delivered, the ſeal is bꝛo⸗ 
ken up bcfoze perſons of note, and being pou⸗ 
red out, cauſed great admiration, foꝛ the ſub- 
ſtance contain d therein, was only lead « glaſs 
cut round, all not wozth five ſhillings at the 
moſt. William is not to be found, the Jnn-keep- 
er is urreſted, and pays the money, foꝛ both the | 
bags pꝛode altke. 

After all this, William betakes him ts bis 
Gifts, und furniſhcth himſelf witha fair gold 
ring, having ſet therein a fair ſquare Topas, 
ta mol? excellent hatcht flver hilted Napier, 
whoſe punt! was :r off gioztoufly pullifhed, like 
any ooking⸗glals, beth this ſtone and Pumel 
rep:eſents whatſocveris ſet be foꝛe them like 
to a Looking⸗glaſs, then h; fell to Card⸗play⸗ 
ing amenght gr: at perſons.putting on his ring 
en his little krger on his left hend, which he 
turn'd towards the rack which diſcovered go 
very Card that he dew what it was, at other 
times he latd his rapier juſt croſs his waſte uns 
der bis left haud, in the pumil thereof he might 
deſerne every Card be dꝛew moſt plainly , by 
this way be won oz rather cheated ſeveral per- 
ſons of much coyn, but he was diſcovered and 
laid epen by oncꝰ is tłought that ts s cunning 
in that art as himſcit, 2 ſo was cachear! d that 

com⸗ 


Witty William of Wiltſpire. 
Company, and that part wherein this > was 
perfozmed. 

What tricks he play'd in the Connery. 

William being taſhear'd the Ci: tc with 
his Pan fled into the Counerp, havi. z. 7:7 99- 
tained a firm Cat hologut of ou the names at 
the L02ds,Kts.x Gentlei.e': in {ole parts, E 
| how manp miles it was bet wut even; partt- 
cular place, ſo he trave!ed ints the countrev a⸗ 
bout an hundꝛed miles from ond. to a great 
ſhire tobon, to the greateſt Inn there hires a 
voy to go with them ſome ſt miles to tie (:td 
Inn £ his groom by bim he ſends bac his hoꝛ⸗ 
ſes to à place appointed there he continued 3 
days, ſpending mode rately, but paping fieclp, 
and would never ſit down till his hoaſt was 
placed at the upper end of the table, in this 
time his m. n was diligent in making inquiery 
what Country man the maſter of the Youſe 
was, x from whence the tapfter, chamberlain, 
t maids came, t what country Sent. krequent⸗ 
ed that houſe and from what parts they came. 
then his man gives out amongſt the Servants 
that his mefter was from ſuch a plate, that was 
far enough diſtant from that place, that he had 
ſo many hundꝛed pound coming in by the year, 
that he came thither to ſojourn a while till he 
could ſell a parcel of Land with a ſtock of cat- 
tle upon it, which would amount to twerty five 
= . huudzed 
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i VVitty Nilliam of Niliſpire. 
phundzed pound at leaſt, this repozt cauſ'd him 
to be hsnoꝛed like to a deme god. 

11 Late in the Evening comes in a counterfeit 
| Foot-man. delivers William his mcffage in 


te great ball, ſo told, that all men might hear 
that ſuch a Rt. living ten miics from thence, 
muſt nerds ſpeak with him next dap by ten of 
the clock becauſe he heard he would (ſell his | 
land, x fozaſmuch as it lap convenient fo him, 
he would give him as much koꝛ it as any man. 
At this William ſtamps 4 ſcratches, ſaping ; 
Owbat a rogue was I to ſend back my horſes, | 
his Yoſt bclieving that it wis a curant truth, 
furniſht him with two hoꝛſes: he pꝛomiſt to res | 
turn again within two daps at moſt, & would 
pay him what he would deſtre, but did not, 
when fr days were expired they ſent to the 
Kts.houſe,but he pꝛofeſt he knew no ſuch man. 
By this his vi his hoa{the was defearcd, 
Of two brave horſes the Inn-keeper was 
cheated, (fax, 
There wasno truth ich words that he did 
For he rid quite the clean tontrary way. 


How he re'eaſed a man from priſon, 
So he traveilcd from thence to another 
great to n, where it was his chance to paſs hy 
the Cpuntrep Pzilon windows, whercin as 
mongſt many other pꝛiloners, he found one 

: | po: 


=_ " 
—— —— oo oe - 


e eee 


VVitty William of Wilſhire, 
pooꝛ man that had ſix (m*1! Childzen,that did 
all depend upon his Hhor.:ft labour, whom he 
it que ſtioned, æ found that he had lain their now 
in | along time at the ſutc of a hard-heartcd Rich- 
ar mon fo2 twenty peu: ds, being bound fo2 a⸗ 
e, | nother man, weich cred hin to pitty t com⸗ 
of | paſſion, to try his wits how to clear the pooꝛ 
is man, then ſent foꝛtchwith (oz the credito? to the 
n. tavern, and there trerted him to (ct the poop 
n. man krec, but could by no means pꝛe vail with⸗⸗ 
T3 ont either the ready money 02 ſufficient ſecu 
s, þ rity,unto which V Villiam replyed, ſaping ; / 
h, Fir 1do ingeniouſly profeſs that if I bad not 
co | parted with all my money to ten pourd but 
[d yeſicrday for a parcel of Land that I have | | 
t, | bought of ſuch a man, neming a right (eller, \ 

| 
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he | and the other took it foꝛ curant, I would have 
n. | paid you your money down, & the poor man 
 ſhovld have ven my ſervant. So William 

48 plycd the creditoꝛ with ſack, which he lickt in 
7, as kreelp as a thirſty hozſe doth fair water , 
id | aftcr eating of parched beans , till be grew as 
mellow as a pair, when he ſaw all the Fountp | 
boxour V Villiam with the title ef wozſhipful, | 

he believed him to be the lame Peu that he 

er | p:cſented, and in a merry b in tells Milli⸗ 
by am that if his Moꝛſhip would give him a bond 
if fozty pounds, to pay him twenty at the next | 
quarter dap,he would let the Pziſorer free, | 
unto 
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Witty PVilliam of 7 Fileſbive, 
unto which William conſents, ſaping: 


ue- 
ſtion not but that tke poor man will wo f it 
out by little and a little. Then ſend they fo; 
the p:iſoner to come with a Keeper, he con⸗ 
ſents to ſerve his new aſter, a Scrivener is 


ſent foz , who by V Villiams inſtructions faſt- 
ned the debt wyolly upon him, clear'd the pzt- 
ſoner quite fo: ever from the debt, whichpleal d 


the mizard well, Gilliam pays the Scrive- 


ner,clears the Pꝛilon fecs , permits his new 
ſervant to go home to his Mike and Childzen, 
bidifig him to be ſure to come to him to his Inn 
by ix a clock next mozning , after William 
had paid foꝛ the wine, he thꝛew a ſhiliing to the 
d2awer. and another to the maid, and ſo they 
parted foꝛ that night. 

Next mozning William ſends fo2 this mi- 


09 ſer again to the ſame tavern, he gives him a 


tolation in the intrem of time comes in a toun⸗ 
try fellow tells him that the catttle which his 
Bayl y had bought to ſtock bis ne w purchaſed 
Land was come and put into the paſtures and 
that the Farmer that ſold them and the Bay⸗ 
ly was at the Inn and furdermoze that the 
pꝛice of the cattle came to twenty pound moe 
then he had delivered his bay ey. that the far- 
mer ffaid there foꝛ to receive it: then ſaid the 


Churl, Let them come hither ; No ſuch mat- 


ters 5 (lays V Villiam) my fervant ſhall be 
no 
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no fellow of mine, pox zpont(ſays William) 
I muſt away te ſuch a gentleman my Couſen 
to borrow twenty pounds for I love to keep 
my word. That ſhall not ned, ſtr ſaid the other 
if your wo2ſh p pleaſe 3 will ſuppiy pou with 
20 pound upon pour own bond, what is that bes 
twirt you me, the 20 pound was pꝛoduced, & 
bond given to be paid the next quarterdap, then 
ſays William to his man, carry this monp td 


my bayly to pay the farmer foꝛ his cattle,z bid 


him make haſt home, and make ready foz my 
coming, bid the hoſtler make ready the hoꝛſes. 
fo: J long to be gone to ſ& what barg in ef tat / 
tle my man hath bought, why fir ſaid the miſer 
how many hath he bought? truly fir ſaid Mil- 
liam J know no moze then pou dv how many 
head of meat he hath hought,but I am ſure that 
JF delivered him 400 pound in good mony why 
then ſaid the other. t hey ſtand pon 420 pound 
pea ſaid Mill Hm, c 5 pound moze, then c me 
ir his ler vingman, and ſad, ſir if it pleaſe pour 
woꝛſhip the hozſes are refty,ſo they d22vk one 
merry cup moꝛe, ⁊ ſe parted the Miſer to cars 
rp bome his 20 poui ds wo2th of paper Mil- 
112m to his hozſe wi: h 2- pound in ſilver , then 
he c. ld the relcaſcd pꝛiſener . there befoꝛe the 
Inn⸗ke per ⁊ cther perſone, he diſcharg d him 
from his ſervice + gav: im 10 pound to carry 


home te his w fe, & to begin the Wozld ant w. 


ard ſo departed, The 
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The Concluſion, To the Tane of, The clean colurary way. 


William of Wiltſhire was a vi: Knight, 
if you will believe it you may, 
For unto all men he loy 'd to do right, 
the clean contrary way. 
Ah, the clean contrary way, 
To liye by cheating his heart it did thirft, 
and ter to go gallant snd gay, 
And he that's not like him he thipks is accurſt, 15 
the clean contrary way, & ; 
Thoſe that with moneys his Wants have&upply*d, ©, - 
he at his return will them y, | 
When that his worſhip they once more have {py 'd, 
the clean contrary way, &c. 1 


No Ranter, nor Canter, could yet oyerchrow hi, 
but lie snewed them very fair ply, 
But he that knew nothing could wiſly foreſtow him, 


the clean contrary wav, &c % | 
When he com:s tg London to! 1 an, 
his hundred pairs then he' IP, \ 
C83 


The Inn keeper {hyp rec-iie it if he 
che clean contrar N ua, RN N 
The Lady of pleasure will b 7 byck his gold, 
if you will believe it you may, 
„ * Che kiſs and imbrace him to malte lum more bold, 
the clein contrary way, &c. 
And he will rerurs to the gallants their guitr, 
the which he hath won by tcul play, 
By help of che Topas Stoan, and tlie brave hilt; 
the clean contrary way, 
aß the clean contraſ way. 


FINIS. 


